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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 50th ANNUAL CONF ERENC? 4 H2LD AT THE 
R=D LION Sal LONDON .7.C,1, ON FR RID. Y, SATURDAY & 
and 


ewan APRIL 1954, 


-~ lst day 11,00 a,m, - 6,0,.p.m, 
en ay 1 00 a.m, oe S20 D< . 
Se) Lay 11,0¢ a, . - es . . 
ent RIDG 
- EGY 
ai CE and J.LESTOR. 
Oth CUTIVE COMMITT= 
EXSCUTIVE COMMITTES MERBTING 
Resolution :- Fulham Branch, "That no rerborshall serve on the #,C, 
Tor more than three consecutive years", LOST 440 
M, All‘members should have the opportunity to work as an 
..C, member,instead the #,C, is at present elected by best imown 
ames, Members who are competent but not widely known are excluded 
by the present method, 
3LOOMS apne YT 


.The branches put forward the nominations, they have the 

DI nity to ask other members who have not yet served on the E,.C,; 
hy ad” they not do so? 

tcsolution: FULHAM branch,"That this conference affirms rule 17 that | 
t C, is a supervising body, and therefore has no power to lay 


down ie ae 
Addendum: Paddington Branch"add i,e, no power to institute action not 
previously agreed to in principle by the Party", CARRIED 35 - 35. 


as a sub,res, 435 - 27 


NGTON The branch was concerened with the principle; an instance 
Lon She 


EC had committed the Party by a resolution agreeing oho . 
i messages of support to strikers, the E,C, had made a new ” 
parture to which the Party as a whole was not agreed. } ; 
RWELL .The } 


SRWSLL The Party has agreed to support workers by its pamphlets etc; 
Cc. is up against an attitude that the Party should rise above 
ass-struggle. If the action of sending messages to strikers is 
parture, it is not a bad one, 
BALI ING Conference shoubd confine itself to the principle involved, the 
résolution and addendum had so far not been dealt with; the discussion 
as irrelevant, 
-C.MoMBER Several recent E.C's had departed from general policy in 
that they allowed members to attack the Declaration of a oe in 
writing and speech; earlier 3,C,.s would have been down on thes 


cl 


members like a ton of bricks, . 
PADDINGTON.Only quoted 4n instanccand the branch considered that the ee 
OS 


,.C, departed Pron policy on thet occasion; when the E.C, sits. it 


Goes so not as private members but as a representative body of the ; 7 
Party; this addendum willl ensure that they do so, } 
FULHUAM(to the resolution) Like Paddington Fulham considered that 


the =.C, Rac 10 Susiness th pass a resolution committing the party 
to supporting strikes, The job of the Party was to propogate for 


socialism and not to run around supporting reform measures on behalf 
of wor en 


- Messages sent to Trade Union Headquarters would not be 
trans! mitted to workers, 
ie NOME R.The Party had laid down that it would support strikes when 


hey ¥ are ta line with working class interests; there was a change in 


form in this instance, the £,C. had tied itself to a perhlae 
f ert of action, 


~ NCR 


A ¢ 
t 


S,Rule 17 already states what the powers of the 3¢ aeuwka be, 


The “Branch will abstain from voting, The resolution and addendum should 
¢ fare been put as items for discussion, 


ne rede Union action is an aspect of the class stry geles Marx 


£ state at if the workers did not struggle on the industrial fieid 
E they would not be fit to struggle politically, 

FULIAM,.The action of the EC was not what the Party desired-the Party 
fas no part in Trade Union struggles, 


STANDING ORDERS COMMITTES reported that delegates had arrived from 


~ 
© 


m rm 


anc ter and Glasgow branche 
rmission to sit. 

YD askea if the branches in question had meade out their fom 
“TINT 1f these delegates are allowed to sit it would be a flagre 
jTolotion of the rulc, the rule was there to be complicd with and} 

we should either apply the rule or get PidGa 


broken year after year; 
MoNCHESTER Credentials were here but did not know about the form ‘ 
‘LING Tt was not a question of one form "C" but two for the last & 


AJoIN ALT gt a4 


Guarters of 1953 


BLOOMSBURY .Considzred that conference should be lenient, 
ReCuriV JOMMITT ES ATTENDANCSS., No action, 


La) AN UTS oun 
CAMBUKWSLL asked if Swansea Branch was represented, 
Dv ooA,svatcd that the Branch was fairing well; they were experiencing 


among people who were more concerned with Methodisan than Marxism, It was 


(>) MEMBERSHIP No action. 


(c) CENTRAL BRANCH 

CENTRAL ee SUCRETARY .reported that the voting papers returned by 
eccntral branch membcrs were very few; this year 110 papers were sen 
out and about one fifth returned, i pt ar 


(ad) GROUPS report was read to conference as it was submitted too late 
to be included in the B.C. report. Two new Groups were formed towards 
the cnd of 1953 one being at Romford and the other at Dundee;the ~— 
former being 10 members strong and the latter comprising 7 menbers, 


(c) INTSRNAL PARTY JOURNAL, No action 


BLOOMSBURYThe content of the Journal could be much improved; attacks 
on Individuals end personalities had transended the purpose of the 
Internal Party Journal, 

SOUTHEND.The purpose of the Journal was to thrash out the policy of the 
Party through controversy in order that the case may be Sauben Bae 
from our platforms, 

(f£) PREMISES 4 
ISLINGTON requested information as to whether the loan to the party for the | 
purchase of Head Office had been paid up, ; -* oni 
TR=.SURSR reported that there was £500 outstanding;but this 
noccssery as it ha@ been agreed that the loan should be pai 
week, 


, 


(h) BRANCHES NOT REPRUOSZNTED AT DELEGATE MEETING, 
(1) HEAD OFFICE ADMINISTRATION. 


(j) MEMBURSHIP.Item for discussion PADDINGTON BRANCH. 
Mocs the discussing or writing about controversial 


propogation of socialism?" 


Resolution - Hackney Branch,"That this conference in 
to interrere with the frecdom of members writing in 
the "Socialist Standard” unless the same reasonably | 
provisions of rule 33 i.e, that such conduct is detri 


intcrests of the Party", : 
Anendment - Fulham Branch "Delete all after 11 


resolu 

“tedech 

FULHAM The reason why the Branch movod ar 
application in this instance was too severe, 


pposed to the amendment; they considered that Fulham 
o allow anything that was anti-party, 
Oo 


S leaving the stable door opens; a dangerous 
re were no other socielist journals, 
The resolution was unnecessary - the Party had never 
4 mbers from writing in other journals provided they were 
partys views; members write in Trade Union journals. 
n Branch"That this conference instructs the #C to 
1 no member shall write in any paper or 

ly or by contex or place of publication matters 
the Party, and to consider such cases on their merits”. 

Lost 28-40 


shoulc try to ¢g 

resolution was a 
; 5 hey are being prevented from propogating socialist ideas. 

.C,MiMB=R The idea that members would be able to put the party 


sition In other journals was dangerous; the party position has never 


Lsewhere; if it were submitted to another paper it would be 


et as many articles in os many papers as 
moderate one; if a break is put on 


~ 
& C 
cr 


of the provinces? There are no outlets for socialist 
: were also papers that were not openly political but 
articles that could be used by the socialist, but 
2en prevented from writing in other papers.Is it wrong to 
hat are members waiting the opportunity to attack the 
ut there are members who can write material that would not 
1 
foe 


e in the "Socialist Standard", 


te on every possible occasion, 

BIRM AM The Leyton resolution is better worded and is in Jine with 
Rule oo; because of the EC resolution preventing members writing in 
other journals, the branch supports the Leyton resolution, 
GLASGOW(city) Wenld have no zegrets if the resolution is carricd,. 

Lov iSHaAm Whether carried or not the resolution would not change the 
Situation, the branch does not think that the EC can interfere with 
members who wish to write; the resolution is pious, what of lotters 
that appear in the press, 

WICKFORD The EC was in favour of menbers belonging to the Rationalist 
Press Association therefore these members could write in that journal 
and others, 

HACKNEY The branch was not concerned with leetters but articles 
providea they expressed a point of view with circumspection; there is 


no on why the conference should not support the resolution, 
PADI TON (to the item for discussion) There should be controversy in 
jotbh speaking and writing; b re s no need to stick to dogma ; 


a balance can be made and controversy can be included making the 
propaganda more lively and attractive, 

CAMBUERWSLL We have only one case; some members are looking for 
Convroversy,. The views we put from the platform mst be the view that 
are accepted by the democratic decision of the Party, 

LewISHAM It is underhand of Paddington branch asking that we allow 
controversy when there are members in direct opposition to the 
Declaration of Principles, The D of P is printed on the back of our 
Literature; it is the party's position, 

IT™{ TOR DISCUSSION. "Does the discussing or writing about 

al subjects impede the propagation of socialism?" 

If controversy does not impede the propagation of 

m within the Party, how can it do so outside ? What the 

ranch was trying to Go was widen the scope of our propaganda and 
liminate dogma, 

MER .Our propaganda has been controversial for many years on the 
sucstion of Trade Union action, backward countries, neither of these 
ape answered in "Ouestions of the Day", and «different points of view 
have been put from the platform; it is dishonest of those members who 
say that the Party only puts one point of view from the platform, 

ST ,.P*NCRAS Controversy in our propaganda is to be desired and the 
Party case leaves enough room for this; lets get on with the job 

as we did before, the party has reached t he point where the argument 


will not be resolved, let us get back to being a socialist political 
organisation, 


The Party is fright ned of something it cannot avoid, Socialists 


ches, 


mom ROR DISCUSSION CONTINUED . 

: DT Soe a aCe torical question; if you try to pu 

sial points you are heading for disaster, This all som 
yerssas yeesve o 5 gene a There is s » for controva 

from a dissatisfaction of progress, There 1s scope a 

against the anti-socialist, The D of P operates successfully am 

107 © so far, 

og on chen ne “ humbug of Turner to accuse others of di shoneseg 

then to s Fate that he disagrecs with the D of P and yet romains be 

We should look to discipline or we shall become jusul™ 

‘Wo want socialism as much as anybody and we seo that contre 

sist our propaganda, 4 

M {USTER We boast from the platform that no one can enter tho Pap 

Without agreement with the D of P, What happens if a new member Ge 

in and then finds that the D of P is being attacked, Let us have 

controversy but what will happen if each member puts a different ; 

point of view, It can only cause confusion, If there is o funda mem 

disagreement in the D of P then conference should move a resolution 

to delete the appropriate clause, 

EALING If we did as Fulham suggested we should stop all propaganda 

eg FA have sorted the thing out and then present our audience with 

new look, 

SOUTHEND For 14a we can buy a newspaper and find enough to sling mud 

at capitalism without slinging it at eah otlenvvierants vient 

scope for proparanda, let us not critisise each other, 

BLOOMSEURY Discontime the intérnal Party journal; all this was forseen 

when It was brought into being, The mass of written and spoken 

controversy that has gone on has put the Party's case in the background 

it is now time that we had a sense of proportion about controversy, 

S$... LOND = intros tots 'Forum! was a Bee thing, it allows 

all nembcrs to get in on a discussion inst 

sete ie ke ees pegs their own ideas. ea cae a be rah 

esolution( move rom the floor) Moss and Sumner (St,Pancra ft 

CoN er recormends that the 20 SGnST aS Sosy the baa a 

orum", 


LT i Ui & 
Pe ema Sabai) 
LATSE L ‘ 


KELVINGROVEWe should regret to see the end of 'Forum! - ae en 


members” a Chance to develor , The cessation of the Internal Party 

Journal would be in the favour of those who wish to suppress discussion 

5.C,MSMBER The ending of 'Forum' would be a good thing - at present : 
s harmful to propaganda, 

PADDINGTON Only those members who are afraid of discussion want to 

"Forun™, It should be contimed, let us put an end to personel eee 

the Internal Party Journal, 

MANCHESTER Since "Forum" has been in print apathy in the Party has 

become more evident, 

EALING We should return to Party "News and Views", 

BLOOMSBURY Members write in Forum and it is they who will put the matter 


z . 
Resolution (from the floor) Cottis and Grisley (Southend) "That the 
question be put", Last Ee. = ah 


BLOOMSBURY Yu will never eliminate personalities if 
GEASGOW The Internal Party journal has not been used 
{t would be wrong to end the journal; we mst alway 
enlightened generation will come from our activi 
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE reported that 50 dele 
fPopresenting Co Branches, branches not represen 
High “Wycombe, Nottingham, Palmers Green, 

Resolution = Mostyn (Islington) Langston(Cambe 
Be adopted 


(k) FUNDS APPEAL 

(1) CENTRAL ORGANISORS REPORT 

4, PROPAGANDA, 

(a) PROVINCIAL PROPAGANDA TOUR 
Resolution = at a prov 


Organised for the summer of 1954", 
MANCHESTER There was still plenty of scope } 


ih ss 


ee et 


no reason why tours should not be carried on, 

mi. tour of Swansea should be considered ; at present Wales 
po-bed of Nationalisr 

Q) .Tne Party would like to send speakers to as many of 
195 48 possible, but there was difficulty in obtaining 


DOOR MSITOOsS . No_ action, 


DAY _EVINING MOUTINGS IN HEAD OFFICH, 
RY These meetings should be prepared very early in the year 
id failure in the future,They give the young speakers 

le experience; older speakers should be prepared to assist 


WSLL Asked why Trafalgar squere was not used by the Party, we 
os. . > 

try to spread our May Dey Propaganda as widely as possible, in every 
large open meeting place in London, 


(e) Eeete BROADCAST Letter received from High Wycombe together with 
he B,.B.Cs reply was read to the Delegutes, 


Resolution _9 on the Pinel Agenda, 
That Statements from the platform stating 


or i ing that me aes does not take part in the class feaeaae be 
consiucred as being action detrimental to the party's interests 


4 : 4 
mendnent - KULVINGROVE "Delete the words ‘or implying'", 


Carricd 53-19. 
Sub, Res, Carried 60-13, 


KELVINGROVE our attitude is a scientific one and the class struggle 
Ts an integral part of our cases to remove the class struggle from our 
case would mean to tear the guts out of it. 


PADDINGTON ,The policy of the Party is to take part in the class 


struge ele therefore the branch supports the resolution, 
BLOOMSBURY We are opposed to the resolution as the machinery in existence 


can aeal with all such cases, 

LiWI SHAM We support this resolution, opponents of the party would use 
a ainst us if not carried; we mst carry this resolution, 
GLA $GOW ,We cannot oppose this resolution - it is a safeguard, 
PADDINGTON ,We are not concerned with the validity if the resolutionbut 
, ther or not merbers have been saying this from the platform, 
MUMBIR This is witch-hunting;no actual case has occured- the resolution 
fs seeking something else, 

KELVINGROVE The resolution should be incorporated into the rules,’ 
fCsolution - CAMBERWELL "That Party speakers at public meetings shall 
put only the Party's case and not raise issues which are 

controversial sumongst Party members, 

Amendnent - BALING "Add the words ' and for which there is no agreed 
Perty attitude’, 

Ar ndment - $,W LONDON "That Party speakers put nothing from the 
platform whic fis not consistant with the Party position, nor shail 


they pub personal points of view as to give the impression that they are 
the views of the Party" 


~ 


mm 


‘Carried 50-25 
As a sub,res,CARRIED 50-25, 


.LONDON,The amendment was moved to clarify the resolution(i.e,) that 
ape akore Should make it clear to audiences that their own personal points 


of view are not necessarily those of the Party. 
K=ELVINGR 


OVE It is necessary that this precaution should be made, 

TER The party has the means at hand to deal with these cases;tho 

Posolution is a waste of timesheretic hunting similiar to the war 
etween the Gatholics and the Protestants. 


PADDINGTO NIf this resolution is passed members will only be able to quote 


the Declaration of Principles. 


5 “DUCATION ‘The classes orgenisor comrade Wilmott reported 
an seononmics class had commenced with only a smail attendance ou 
the class maintained an interest in these who attended. ComPade 
Hampson reported that the writers class had been successful, 


ITEMS OF COR(YSPONDENGHA letter of fraternal greetings was Peay 
tho conference trom comrade R,Frank of Austria. 


CONFERENCE ADJOURNED FIRST DAY AT 6,.p.m, 
COMMENCED SSCOND DAY AT 11,00 a,m, 


AMINDMENTS TO RULES, 
RULE I.VST.PANCR'S "Insert on line 8 after the words"Rule 11" the 
Following "After examination of the epplicant'", ‘ 

CARRI=D 53-125 
RULE 2,BIRMINGHAM AND S,W.LONDON."That the words'official dué s 

in line’3 be deleted, and the words 'signature of branch treasurer 
be inserted", Log 16-54, 


RULE 2,S5T,PANCRAS,"Delete in line 7 the figure '13' and insert the 
figure ‘s',Delete oll after the words 'Branch Secretary’ on line 8 
and insert the following; 'and a further notice sent after 5 more 
weeks have clapsed, If after the expiration of 28 days from the 
despatch of the second notice no satisfactory explanation is received, 
the member may be lapsed by the branch and shall not be allowed to 
join any Branch whilst those arrears remain, Should the address of 

a member in arrears be unlkmown, such member may also be lapsed”, 

Lost 14-61, 


RULE 2 CAMBERWELL "Delete in lines5/6 the words"or for any other 
reason that may De deemed satisfactory by the Branch" and insert the 
words 'or loss of employment through sickness or «acciduntsa"™ 


Lost 3-66, 
RULE 9,BIRMINGHAM "Delete Rule 9 and replace as follows; ‘Branches 
sha Il fa ward dues to Head Office at the beginning of each quarter 
at the rate of 4d per member per week", CARRIED 64-10, 


RULE 9 S,%,LONDON(1) "Delete ‘purchase due stamps from the’ and insert 
Tromkt dues to’, LOST? 12-59, 


Fitiny 


RULES 9 S,W.LONDON(2) "Delete 'cxcept those exeused under rule 


RULS 12 BLOCMSBURY "Delete in line 7 the words ‘aw 
next Highest on the list of unsuccessful candids 
ballot! and insert the words'By ballot!", ad 


RULDZ 12 SALING "That the whole of the pres 
the following substituted "That the EC shall ¢ 
elected amnualy,Voting shall be on a regional” 
elect one or more members to the BEC according 
shall onl’. be nominated for one region, The 
and the number of =.C,members which each re 
reviewed in the #,C, report to every third ¢ 
of less than six months standing shall not be 
candidature,Vacancies occuring on the 3.C. up 
September shall be filled automatically f 
list of unsuccessful candidates in that 
Vacancies occuring on the E.C, after the 
Vacant until the anmmel election unless fo 
or resign, 

RULE _16,.PADDINGTON "That rule 16 be abo. 
RULE 17. PADDINGTON AND FULHAM"Delete th 
representatives in debate’ and insert ' 
representatives in debate", P 


SS 


Een 
"to be appointed from a rota drawn up by the 
LOST 20-56, 
site NCR:S "That the first sentence of the rule be amended to 
[Tows:~ ‘Any member may be nominated to speak for the Party, 
Lie shall, at the pte st of a branch, call a & Speaker to 


HACKN: hg ge 


an xemination by a committee appointed by the &,¢.,°*. 
LOST 17-38, 
ULE 20 ADDINGTON , "Th 1at mile 20 be abolished and the following rules 
amended atoordinely; §,44,15,16,18, 26,32 and %% 


LOST 27-47, 


22 HACKNEY "That rule 22 be amended to read as follows: 'Zach branch 


’ od nis send three delegates to the Annual Gonf'cremee 
irresp otive of the size of the Branch, Delegates mist have been members 
as least six mnths preceeding the conference; delegates shall not 
vote on matters arising from the agenda but shall take full notes 
procecc 1zs T 2 y 


RUL# 


8 of the 
edings, The 2.C, shall then circulate to all branches a report of 
the conference discussions not later than six weeks after the said 
Gon erence, together with a ballot paper containing all resolutions and 
amend sents. which shall be voted on at a special meeting to be held by 
se 1 ra neh ¥ Ltr in 


four weeks of the receipt of the report, The Ballot 
committce shall add the total votes in respect of each resolution and the 
decision made on the basis of a simple majority,” LOST 35-41, 


."Delete in line 4 the word "six" and substitute the 


LOST 25-48 


HCYNUY "That the following be added to rule 26.'A two thirds 
St 9e required to make a decision effective". 


LOST 14-58 


[“MBERSHIP . 


+7 the Final Agenda), 
a 


tn vicw o ng on ce amendments to rule this resolution 
ses tloally falls to the ground, 
R SOLUTION - HAMPSTZAD (no.7 on the Final Agenda) "That in view of 
the ec > me 0 es ection, arty consider a néw 
thea ‘of dues collection", 


LOST 14-61, 
There was no discussion on this resolution, 


Item for discussion (e) 


iLisco", The nocessity for Party speakers and writers to conform to 
tho deolared object and principles of the Party", 
oes 


sow delegate in opening to the itom bey it would prevent anybody 
Sh fate from the policy of the Party, 


BLOo 3 BURY 


asked what moved the Branch to place this on the Agenda, 
egate in replying, as confirmation of the Party's ruling. 
asked for a ruling on an item for discussion on which they 
a resolution, which the chairman would not accept 

moved "next business", CARRIED 22-17, 
Supported the spirit but suggested that members’ already are 

cd a certain elasticity; restrictions may stop members from 
writing, 


JIS"4 Could not understand why members are opposing the D of P after 
oQ years and felt that the principles should be accepted, 

ITSM FOR DISCUSSION (f) 
H 


"New Speakers Test". 


AMPST'AD wanted to know whether the present test was the oldor new 
one; it was o war tine measure; members are competent to judge whether 
others could speak, 

Ss n PAN a 
Sante CRAS It is more 


importent for people to speak than to have a test, ~ 
The Branch needed speakers but were unable to take the test With 
out Speakers there could be no activity, 


its} y HAM Older speakers never took the test; if members made a = 7 
= atcment they could be dealt with by their’ branches, 


Pas 


we 


™ 5h “og, 
-6- SoM a) 


a wes ma > . > 
The ‘chairman then read the Bc resolution of the 3rd meeting On ee be i is 
#.¢,(vis) Tho undornentioned decisions taken at various times were reg] 


ae ED Aud anie i: "That the ZG prepare a 1Mi3/) 3 
to the BC.(a) 1936 Conference recommendation: "Tha , BO 

of questions to be put to comrades anxious to speak on the party platfon F. 
(b) 1940 3,C, resolution "That no meetings be held without sanckhion of Pk: 4 
the Propaganda committee," (c) 1941 Delegate meeting resolution wd & 


MRSS my of vs) 
ad the continuation of the examination of Party speaker ° Sf fs» Ped 
1945 Delegate meeting resolution supported the continuation of the 
dination of speakers, 


st be continued" _ 
CARRIED BY A LARGE MAJORITY 
.’, LONDON The test was a safeguard, SO" 


fal 


AS The Bronch was in a similar position to Swansea, the presence 
or an c rienced member should be sufficient, 

PADDINGTON The test could be improved, 50 members had passed the test but 
only Ie were speaking for the Party, The speakers classes @id not impart 
p m manner to members, 


asked if S,W.London were in favour of thé olf or new test, 
LLBranches should use their own discretior , 
CROYDON were prepared to accept the majority decision, 

.” MBUOR The test is a useful safeguard, 
Resolution - HAMPSTEAD "That the EC be asked to clarify the position 
regarding the new speakers test", 


“LING The resolution was not ‘specific enough, 
.-.-LONLDGH Yhere is not a regid set of questions, 


: (resolution carried 
with one dissentient), 
RESOLUTION 


RUSOLUTION - 12 Lewisham "That this conference affirms that all 
printing done by the party should be undertaken only by accredited 


trade union firms" CARRIED 49-32 


Addendum- HAOXNEY BRANCH "add'accredited in this sense means not 
mercly a registered trade union organised by employers", 

Amendment - S,W.LONDON “"De}ete all after 'only by’ and insert "by the 
London Society of Compositors' or printing and kindred trades 

Federation fair list minting firms", 

LMISHAM moved the resolution because of the action of Paddington 

Sranch in ordering their printing from a non-fair list firm, It is in 

the interests of the working class to support these activities. We 

cannot place ourselves in the position of black-legging on supporting 
employers unions, 

PADDINGTON In their view there was no principle involved, all employers * 
were 1é Same, by 
DARTFORD pointed to the occasion of the’king's death when R,i, Ta 
fused to print an article for the "S/S", It was the compositors 
acted agaonst the wishes of their union who censured them, 

Ww3ST HAM pointed to the small printer not on the fair list anda ¢ 
printers outside London; they had a similar set up to the J 
SOUTHSND opposed the resolution, it felt that it was a mora 
The EPanch was concerned with price only, : 
FULHAM The position is absured - we should not be 1 
aniti- workine class activity of the trade unions. 
S.Y,LONDON We are essentially 4 working class party; 
prepared to use sweated labour, We agree that the wo 
struggle on the industrial field, we must therefore § 
resolution, 
WIGKPORD was not opzosed to trade unions but sacl ali 
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE REPORTED 56 delegates pres 
Bo branches, Not represented Birmingham, Hecles and 
R°SOLUTION - PADDINGTON "That this conference rul 
are not bound to give its printing to firms that a 
Union fair list", 7 
RESOLUTION - moved from the floor -HAMPSTSAD "Theat 
Yccommends tho 50 to arrange for the draibing of p 
"Socialist Standard" in advance, to enable them to” 
notice as to the articles required" — 


ylor re 
who 


HAMPSTSAD It would help the Editorial Committee , t 
food o8 Lt had been pre-war, Then there were 1 

own subjects, m.. 
SDITORIAL COMMITTSS suggested that writers prepa 


= 9 w=» ; —" 


storm the committee im order to av id duplication by other writers 


_ CUSSION _(g) SLSCTORISL sorrvrey 
_tuis was a most Tnportent function as it provi - 
Lhe sclling of party literature, a 


_» Ic cannot make socialists at clection tin 83 it sce 
t the outdoor platform are coming to an end, as lta ait 
CY GRANTSD TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING AS THE EDITORIAL CO MMIT 


4 reed 
ana MMITTER 
rind 4) 


Gi 
. 


I : ih Tha ils conference instructs the EC to 
‘hs specLal number of the "8/8" in September to mark the 
rsary of its first publication, The issue to contain articles 
vic Gevclopment of the Party and of socialist theory, as well as 
rtant and interesting contributions from past numbers ,The issue 
vo of Lllustrated and well designed end printed, There shall be at 
vact 10,000 copies to be sold at o price that will cover the expense, 
A subscribers to receive a copy with out additional payment, To ensure 
iat the September "S/S" is worthy of the occasion preparations are to 
be made at once for its publication", 
Amendment + KELVINGROVE"Delete the words:'to be sold at a price that will 
cover the oXperise. All subscribers to receive a copy without additional 
payment' and insert 'the words 'to be eold at the current price’", | 


¥ 
CARRIED 43-3 5 | 
Amendment BALING BRANCH "Delete the words'to be sold at a price that will 
cover the expense’, CARRI'D 48-80 | 
Amendment BALING BRANCH"Delete the words'there shall be at least 10,000 
ror ks. . = CARRI'D 42-35 i 
KSLVINGROVE Subseribers should not have a cheap edition, ) 
LS S Branch was not adverse to losing money on this venture but in 
their 10,000 copies could not be sold, 
PULHANThe party would probably lose £250 and the money could be put to 
another purpose, ; : ’ ches, 
LITURATURS COMMITT%S We should esk for funds for the 50th anniversary, we &. 
Should have the Tull amount and the stocks could be used in the future, 
CAMBURWSLL Branches should discuss thr whole matter, contact newsagents 
ana propose a sale or return system. 


HIGH WYCOMBE There should be 12,000 copies. ‘ 
MI ¥5) Tt is up to the membership-they should pool ideas and show 


Tee] 


j CONTINUZD SUNDAY third and last day, 
Should be made in the future to canvass the whole 
r instead of part of it; there should be centres for 


canvassing, 


PADDINGTONCanvassing is only part of the election; the reason why only | 
part of the constituency was covered was because of the lack of support 
from members. There should be a system whereby those people who took 
regularly should be supplied with Blection literature, Voters j 
are prepared to argue on their doorsteps contrary to popular belief, 
M } was silly and dangerous to say that oubdoor speaking was 
Tintléhed; it is most important, 

’e regard the sales of the "S/S" as most important, and much 
than arguing on the doorstep; voters may not agree in an argument 
doorstep but would have a better chance to study in private, 


We 
uld try on every occasion to e611 the literature, 
RUSOLUTION = DARTFORD & HANPSTSAD "That this coiuference recommends the 
oC, to consider the formation of a literature canvassing class in order 
that the Party may be better equipped for any future election" 
eee CARRIWD BY A LaRG! MAJORITY 
a ON). Canvassing 1s most important; 1¢ 18 the personal contact that ; 
bie 5 the greatest part in getting our ideas over, 
I VAD Class is necessa ry in order to instruct members ha to 
anvase; it will meee like selling vacuum cleaners 
Spe ES ee eae Nitem for discussion (h) Kingston Branch 
ot , Informed the Delegates that comrade Vicary fs wrongly assumed to 


Ppesponsible for the plan - he is in no way associated with it 
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KINGSTON The scheme provides an opportunity for greater publicity, and 
86, the plan could ke amended, it 


although the plan conflicts ie Bailes 
should be placed before thy 


be studied, 
KINGSTON & SOUTHIEND"That this conference recommends the EC 


R= SOLUTION 3 BAY 
eration o e ‘Bristol Vicary Plan", 


urtner 
which the chairman resd tf the conference, 


FINANCES Master form'c! 
T The figure of £500 for premises and the figure in the &C a. 


ISLINGTOD 
, were incorrect, 
LL There e were branches whose finances were not entered, 
Much of the confusion was due to bad organisation and the 


T ack or Feports from branches, 
MPS‘ nounts of dues were being waived 
ch showed high amount of dues waived 


yttr 


=RY Asked why such large 
> reason why there br 
ranch was situated in an area where unemployment was 


NS ae C 

rag 1at the Brs v 

a 1dded to the fact that the branch had rather a lot of old aged 
the branch had not been unduly lax, 


ensioners on its books; 
R TSOLt TION SW, LOND ON "That this conference is of the opinion that the 
master Torm'Cc® be prépared once a year", CARRIED BY A LARGS MAJORITY 
S.W. — DON. It was better to have a once yearly form as the Delegate 
mec mocein would allow insufficient time to prepare, 
LITER V TUR: 5 COM MITT=% There had been considerable difficulty in keeping 
the branches up to strength,: The committe’ said they would approach 
the EC with a view to getting outstanding accounts waived , 
Si te in connvction with socialist Party of Ireland), 
ORGANISS LON ABROAD Overseas secretary reported that during the period — 
Se fe) served in this position he had tried to build up an : 
orgeataaee ‘contact with people and organisations abroad, and at one timo 
had a sizable correspondence list mbers had come forward to assist 
but slowly the contacts had been lost, some of which had ceased to fal 
function vis,The Interhational revolutionary conference, a Swedish 

a Dutch journal "Flame" a South African Paper "Forum" 

"S/S", There had been 


journal "qual", 

which for three years reprinted articles from the 
contact valine in Germany, Contacts in Mauritius and Malta were ~ ~~ 

no longer in line with the Party case and others in Italy and Holland, ~ 


a 
—< contacts had been linked up in the West Indies, There were ex= 
The Australian Party was not now 


mbers in Rhodesia and Bulawayo. 
active, and the activity of the Canadian Party was sporadic, The New 

ealand Tfarty was to all intents split in two, Wellington ang fu 
ae comprised of some twenty members, The WSP ’ consisted of 
members and in the main activity emenatod from Detroit beast 


New York Local wa s dead, 
MANCH=ST=R asked after comrade Thorburn now in New Zeals 
Thorburn had done much to 1: 


Ov ites Za5 SSCRETARY Comrade 
Auckian arene , which, of the two branches, was now 
LEWISHAM asked if the D of P had been translated An 


and thé overseas secretary replied that it had been 
French, German and Esperanto; the Canadian Party had Gc 


way of "translating articles into french, 
CAMBERWELL,commented on the work done by the ove 


aAskcad whether he would reconsider his resi gnatios 
The overseas secretary replied that he had take 

handing over his post to corrade Coster andhope 
give him every assistance, . 


ORGANTSATTON resolution 5 on the Final Agenda, 
™hat the EC be instructed to supply all 
»» 


ie 


eaplrcstine leaves for use in connection with al. 
ensuring a complete record being retained", 


SOUTHENDIn view of the mix ip of corres aan a Di 
c an advantege and also for reference purposes; & 
ane would safeguard correspondence, = 
SOLUTION scur ey "Theat this conference instr 
ie whole ma Supply and distribution 
this task to a “Soankrin body.It should bg 
teaued for a specific year before the exp 


eli - 


_ gisment - Hackney"after the word "body! insert the w ' 
: r ords ‘and also 
-c&p en up to da te record of nenbership®, Ca, 45-21, 


DHUTHSND The position regerding the distribution of membership cards 
was deplorable; yeerafter year several letters have had to be written 
in order to obtain new cards; this year four letters had been written, 
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (») HAMPSTEAD BRANCH 

a member who states sagreenon’ with the D,of P be charged 
with action detrimental”, ss = ; 
RISCLUTION - HAMPSTEAD"That this conference expresses the opinion that 
& member who states disagreement with the D of P should be charged 
with action detrimental to the Party, LOST1 3-43, 


CAMEERYSLL This kind of activity undermines the Party; we must 
have a statement on this mattoyv, ‘the only way to oppose the Party 
utside not boring from within, 

is nonsense to say that members who disagree are 


he Perty; how can the D of P be changed if they are 


\ are two planes of reference; it 1s fairly obvious 
wo mist have principles; we signed and accepted them when 
they can be altered, on the platform it is wrong 
hw D of P - it would be suicide, The D of P is based 


ce is nothing wrong with the disagreement and 


discussion, 

The chairman then read the 1949 conference resolution 

"That contrary to the E,C,'s decision this conference positively 

asserts that any member holding views contrary to the D of P does 

by holding such views constitute action detrimental to the 

interests of the Party", (the voting on this resolution in 1949 
was los = 


L°’ISHAM Opposed the resolution; did not think we were in the 
Dosition to take this step, Detrimental is when a member goos over 
to the other side or puts the Party's case in a bad light; there 
are two factions in the Party and one or other will preveil; the 
opponents to the D of P have not so far shown where the D of P is 
w rong; given enough time they will hang themselves; but there is 
a possibility that we are wrong, The opposition are not prepared 
to move a resolution expressing their opinion, They should of their 
own volition go out; they have had plenty of time to discuss the 
matter, 
GLASGOW ,There is enough elasticity in the D of P f@ menters to work 
Upon; they should put their case in writing or it is sabatage; up 
to date there have been no Smprdvbmentin the D of P since 1904., 
4t has survived all critisism, 
HAChNSY Advised members to read rule 33, Hampstead sre trying td 
frame a guide or device to get members out;the D of P can be 
altered, whet of the phrase "mster under our banner", 
VADDINGTON Were concerened that such ea resolution should be put 
to the Party. How can the D of P be critisised without speaking 
about it, It 4s a ridiculas situation that will gag everybody; 
such a position calls for a Senetor McCarthy to sct up a committee 
to watch all members, 

MANCH=STER The resolution can become the groundwork for heresy 
funting , the party has weathered 50 yeers of storm, it is big 
mough and tough cnough to weather this storm, The Party is 
sound a nd those people will in time, realise that thai views 
are unfounded There is machinery in the Party for members who 
disagree to thrash out their disagreements, if they cammot then 
agrec they must get out, : 
PADDINGTON There are many different wats of stating disagreement. : 
Tho resolution makes the distinction of members who state di sagreomont 
in the branh o r morcly to other members, It is not a simple ble ek 
or white position of agreeing or disagreeing with the D Ps 
members coud agree with seven principles but would want to alter 


= fe ae 
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Tt would far better if the merits of the principl esycould 
ad, Supt =r rs of the resolution prevent viows from cite né 
ng into tho Party; the resolution over-simplifies thea 


Y¥Y No one has statod from the platform disagreement with the 
we should wait until it happens and listen to the arguments, 
HUTHED Th =A of P is something that cannot be changed it * be 
done someday, this action’ doa s. harm to our propaganda, 

TLE If the D of P is good it will withstand all attacks; it te 
ing to hear the discussion and only worthy of Izvesta;who 


i i of discussion? 

CM ‘R The resolution is premature, We have not yet heard real 
Ti sagrecment hag the D of Ps; if they can be altered let them show 
us how; let the 1 put the amendments before the noxt delegate meeting 
or conference ‘Let us hear of this after the matter has been dealt 
with then; at present it is doing harm to our propaganda, 


Cc.) R The resolution was moved because the EC have not been deal= 
tng with the matter, Controversial subjects must not be allowed in 
ublic, It is difficult to understand why these poople stay in the 


MBER Concerned with the principle of disctadssion; we have nevor 
yd@iscussion of the D of P; discussion is the life=plood of the 
pa ; those who disagree with the views should state their case in 
black and whi te 

3.C.McMBSR We must leave room for discussion not only for those who 
are “T00% against the D of P but for those who have a different 
disagreement,A political party cannot function with too mich controversy 
8/8 "nay suffer if the D of P is brought into disrepute outside, 

ms that some members signed the D of P whilst they disagreed with 
the real trouble is that some members do not know what the 

Party case is, We mst make it clear to mew members whet the Party 
stands for, many are not politically mature when they enter the Pary , 
there is trouble when they discover that active older members are 
opposed to the D of P; the D of P are the same as in 1904; they aremt 
absolute but relative and must remain whilst capitalis~ remains, The 
esolution is wrongly warded it should have said that these morbors 
should be asked to resign, failing that, action should be taken, 

FULHAM People joined the party for socialism, now it seemed they 4 
jo. hed for clause 6 of the D of Ee 

Addendum - Hackney Branch "add! and judged in accordance with the j 


Tule dod 


Lost by a Large oo : 
iNoY-The addendum will mean that scussion € po a 


‘M Vote the resolution dowm, Let members put choke points in 

i= without endangering the freedom of membors, 

S.7,LOSDN.A bad resolution - it bars discussions its only application 

can Tbe when disagreement is atated from the platform, 

Ss 2AS How would members who disagree with violence be dealt” 
ai 6 implies that force could be used,Somo members will not 

the use force, 

M=MDER Members who accuse others of attacking the Party or 

Wea if are putting a very unsound position, members are 

ke _the Party more socialist; if there is a POseA De 


is put “from the platform, If disagreement means 1 
can there be dis¢ussion = who else but members can 
D of P are wrong, ‘ 
HAMPSTSAD There are no greys - it is a black oF 
are tie D of P a bible, if members think they & 
shou:d get out; progress to socialism cannot be | 
the meno ers who are dissatisfied with progress 
enemies of the Party, ; 
Before the conference closed, one of the memb 
addressed the conference, he spoke of the pos 
difvioulties that confronted them, he closed 
message in Iris h sending fraternal greeting 


over, 


pee lS of the 1954 conference was agreed 
movLon trom Fulham and Camberwell, 
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